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INT. DINING ROOM - GREENLEAF MANSION - NIGHT

Everyone’s gathered around the long table. 

BISHOP
Here’s the thing. 

Jacob’s CELL VIBRATES in his pocket. Kerissa clocks it.

BISHOP (CONT’D)
I think Bob Banks think this David 
Bazell’s done something, you know, 
like CONFESS to me or something --

(Jacob’s cell vibrates)
-- but I’ve never even met him.

GRACE
But you said he’s a member.

BISHOP
He is, but we’ve got three, four 
thousand people on any given Sunday 
now. It’s not like the old days.

Jacob’s CELL VIBRATES again. Kerissa TIGHTENS --

KERISSA
Jacob, turn that thing off, please.

JACOB
(to all)

Sorry.

He reaches in his pocket and looks around sheepishly.

BISHOP
It’s all good. I’ll see him at 
church tomorrow and all will be 
revealed. I’m giving it to God.  

The Bishop drinks. Kerissa looks at Grace and Sophia.

KERISSA
What church did you go to in Phoenix? 

Sophia, a little uneasy about this, looks to Grace to answer.

GRACE
We didn’t, actually -- 

KERISSA
-- you didn’t go to church?
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GRACE
Not really. Christmas and Easter. 
My work as the Sunday anchor kept 
me pretty busy on the weekends -- 

KERISSA
-- are you still a Christian? 

JACOB
What is this, an inquisition?

Jacob’s CELL vibrates --  

KERISSA
No, it’s a conversation, it’s 
something people do when they’re in 
the same room and their phones are 
off, turn that damn thing OFF!  

He takes out his phone; shuts it off. Kerissa fumes. 

ZORA
May we be excused, Grandma?

LADY MAE
Of course. 

Both girls leap up. Zora goes to Lady Mae and kisses her --

BISHOP
Where are you girls going?

ZORA
I don’t know. Not here.

-- the Bishop smiles and then Zora kisses the Bishop. Mac 
leans back toward Zora as if to collect a kiss but she just 
runs past him toward the door -- Mac laughs affectionately.

MAC
Be careful!

ZORA
We will, Uncle Mac!

-- and then Sophia somewhat awkwardly gives the Bishop a kiss 
on the cheek, too, and exits as Kerissa continues to Jacob -- 

KERISSA
The woman’s gonna be working as a 
pastor at the church, it’d be nice 
to know what she believes. 
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(to Grace, more pointedly)
ARE you still a Christian?

GRACE
Of course.

KERISSA
But you don’t go to church? 

Jacob audibly sighs and looks down, ashamed of Kerissa.

KERISSA (CONT’D)
Are you one of these people who’s 
“spiritual but not religious”...?

LADY MAE
(sotto, scornful, to Mac)

-- whatever THAT means --

GRACE
No, I’m a Christian --

KERISSA
-- who believes what, though?

Grace looks around and sees all eyes are indeed on her. 

GRACE
Well...really? 

KERISSA
If you don’t mind. 

GRACE
(very tentatively)

Well. I guess I believe there’s a 
part of everything that tries.

(off everyone’s look)
You know, like, plants try to grow. 
Animals try to survive. People try 
to better themselves, get ahead -- 

ON KEVIN, drawn in by what Grace is saying. BACK TO GRACE -- 

GRACE (CONT’D)
 -- everything TRIES. And religion 
is one way that trying part of 
people tries to connect with that 
trying part of everything else.

KERISSA
Religion or Christianity?
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GRACE
Well, Christianity’s a religion, 
unless I’m not understanding...

BEAT. Kerissa tilts her head, gives Grace a doubtful look --

KEVIN
I’d go to THAT church!

Charity whip-turns her head at Kevin, feeling betrayed --

BISHOP
Me too. I think that’s marvelous.

KERISSA
HA!

BISHOP
What? I don’t see any reason that 
couldn’t be preached at Greenleaf --

LADY MAE
-- I’ll give you one. It has nothing 
to do with Jesus or the price He paid 
on the cross for my soul.

MAC *
Amen. *

KERISSA
Amen.

CHARITY
(brightly, to the Bishop)

I want to preach.

The Bishop lifts his wine glass and leans his head back --

BISHOP
Melisse, could I have some more 
wine, I am suddenly dry as a bone --

As Melisse steps forward and fills the Bishop’s glass --

KERISSA
I’m not saying it’s an incoherent 
philosophy, Gigi. I’m just saying 
it’s not Christianity. As I see it. 

GRACE
Well, I don’t know what Christianity 
is if it means leaving that police 
officer alone with his problem when 
it’s his church’s duty to help him.
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LADY MAE
-- but this is your family! 

(with deep feeling)
This is your family and you are 
joined to all of history through 
this family, and if that doesn't 
mean enough to you to measure your 
words and treat what other people 
have spent their whole lives 
building with respect, well, I 
don't care if there's a Hell or 
not, you're already damned. 

Lady Mae turns and walks out. STILLNESS. Mac tosses his 
napkin onto his plate. The Bishop sighs and looks at Grace.

BISHOP
You’re coming to church tomorrow. 

(before Grace interrupts)
I don’t care how you did things in 
Phoenix, you’re coming to church.

The Bishop exits. Jacob gives Grace an apologetic look across 
the table. Grace looks at Kerissa, then Mac, and rises --

GRACE
(tartly, primly)

Guess I’ll see you all at church.

-- and exits. BEAT. Jacob looks over at Mac, then tosses his 
own napkin onto the table and turns to Kerissa.

JACOB
Why did you do that?

KERISSA
Jacob, whatever I do, I do it for 
you, and the fact you don’t see it is 
the great disappointment of my life. 

Kerissa stands --

JACOB
I never asked for your help.

KERISSA
No, you didn’t, and that was your 
first mistake, AND your biggest.

-- and pushes in her chair hard. Mac restrains a laugh -- not 
a guffaw, mind you, just an involuntary grunt. Jacob gives 
him an annoyed look and then looks back to Kerissa. 
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JACOB
Why would I need your help?

KERISSA
Jacob. Do you honestly think that 
girl’s gonna settle for holding 
people’s hands in the hospital or 
listening to ladies whine about how 
their husbands don’t help out 
around the house? I give her two 
months and she’s gonna be trampling 
your head to get to that pulpit.

MAC
I’m gonna give you two your space.

Mac rises and heads out -- Kerissa smiles at him --

KERISSA
‘Night, Uncle Mac.

MAC
‘Night, baby.

-- but before he’s even gone, Kerissa renews her attack. 

KERISSA
I’ve worked too damn hard all these 
years and swallowed too much pride 
acting like it’s some great prize 
to have a seat at the Greenleaf 
table just to watch it all slip 
away because your Daddy feels bad 
about things that happened twenty 
years ago, understand? Do you?

JACOB
Yes, I understand -- JESUS --

KERISSA
-- GOOD!

Mac is gone now. Kerissa goes to the entryway, then stops. 

KERISSA (CONT’D)
And you better tell that little 
sidepiece to stop texting so damned 
much. It must be the endtimes, I’ve 
never seen such brazen rudeness. 

Kerissa exits. OFF JACOB, ALONE: SEETHING -- 

END OF ACT THREE
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