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Lady Mae coldly embraces Grace, then walks up the stairs and 
into the house, leaving Grace standing there. OFF SOPHIA, 
CLOCKING THIS UNEASILY as GOSPEL MUSIC PRE-LAPS -- 

INT. CHARITY AND KEVIN’S BATHROOM - GREENLEAF MANSION - DAY

-- where CHARITY GREENLEAF-SATTERLEE (late-20’s, large and 
spunky, but covering great pain, red dress) and her husband 
KEVIN SATTERLEE (30, gay-acting, handsome, good-hearted) are 
getting ready at their mirrors, side-by-side. The gospel song 
is playing as source, coming from the adjoining bedroom.

KEVIN
I got an e-mail from Basie Skanks.

CHARITY
“Basie Skanks.” What kinda preacher 
calls himself “Basie Skanks”...?

KEVIN
The kind with a church that’s 
growing faster than your Daddy’s.

(off Charity’s annoyance)
He said he wants to meet with us.

CHARITY
To talk about what?

KEVIN
An opportunity. That’s all he said.

CHARITY
(putting on lipstick)

You know what Daddy would do if we 
went and talked to Basie Skanks? 

KEVIN
Let you preach...?

CHARITY
Kevin, I appreciate your concern, 
but that’s not how I do business. 

(turns to him)
How do I look?

KEVIN
Charity. With Gigi coming home now, 
the chances of you ever preaching --

CHARITY
Gigi’s not gonna be preaching.
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KEVIN
Yeah, you sure about that?

CHARITY
I asked Daddy. She’s just gonna be 
one of them Response Pastors, you 
know, dealing with people coming in 
with their sorry-ass problems. She 
ain’t gonna be no trouble to me.

(with renewed focus)
How do I look?

Kevin sighs and adopts a loving attitude before he speaks --

KEVIN
Like Kerry Washington, Audra 
MacDonald and Halle Berry all 
rolled into one giant red velvet 
cupcake of pure stubbornness.

He leans in and quickly kisses her lips. She recoils cutely.

CHARITY
Not on the lips! Kevin Satterlee! 
What are you thinking...? Now I’m 
gonna have to do it all over. 

He walks behind her and SMACKS her on the ass and then exits. 
Charity sparkles at herself mischievously in the mirror --

CHARITY (CONT’D)
Bad boy.

-- and leans in and re-applies her LIPSTICK --

INT. GREENLEAF MANSION - LIVING ROOM - DAY

ON THE BISHOP, ENTERING, WITH MAC BESIDE HIM, A STEP BEHIND

As the Bishop speaks first to Lady Mae --

BISHOP
I’m sorry we’re late, dear --

-- and then opens his arms and expansively beams --

BISHOP (CONT’D)
-- the Prodigal Daughter returns!

ON THE HUGE GORGEOUS ROOM, IN A WIDE SHOT 
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ACT FOUR

INT. LIBRARY - GREENLEAF MANSION - NIGHT

Charity sits in the dark, lit by light from the hall. A 
SHADOW appears. She looks up to see KEVIN in the archway.

KEVIN
Hey, baby. How are you doing?

He sits down beside her. She looks at him. She’s been crying.

CHARITY
I’m alright. I’m hungry.

KEVIN
We should go talk to Basie, maybe, 
you know, at least hear him out --

CHARITY
-- no, I can’t do that -- 

KEVIN
-- but your Daddy’s never gonna let 
you preach, don’t you see that --

CHARITY
-- Kevin, I said no, LISTEN TO ME! 

Kevin looks out toward the hall and sees MELISSE, lurking.

KEVIN
Melisse, get on outta here.

She moves on. Kevin shakes his head, then looks to Charity.

CHARITY
(quieter, about to cry)

Why isn’t me saying “no” enough?

KEVIN
It is, baby, I’m sorry, it is. 
I’ll never mention it again. 

Charity settles down, blows her nose, then looks to Kevin.

CHARITY
You’d really go to Gigi’s church?

KEVIN
No, of course not. She was just 
gettin’ it so hard from Kerissa.
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CHARITY
You’re the nicest person ever. 

KEVIN
Naw, I’m just regular.

(pats Charity’s leg)
We’ll have the kitchen put together 
a plate and send it up to the room?

CHARITY
That’d be nice, thank you.

OFF KEVIN -- comforting Charity as she blows her nose again.  

EXT. THE TOWER - NIGHT

IN A WIDE SHOT, LOOKING UPHILL

Zora and Sophia run up to the Tower, a primitive stonework 
cylinder shaped like a beehive, lit theatrically by OUTDOOR 
LIGHTS (obviously part of the landscape design) and go in. 

INT. NEAR THE BOTTOM OF THE TOWER STAIRCASE - NIGHT 

Zora leads Sophia up the narrow zigzag staircase.

ZORA
This whole estate used to belong to 
an old lady called Mrs. Davis. When 
she got killed, it turned out --

SOPHIA
-- killed? --

ZORA
Yeah -- she got murdered -- 

SOPHIA
-- murdered? By who?

They walk up PAST CAMERA, CLOSE. OFF SOPHIA: FASCINATED --

INT. NEAR THE TOP OF THE TOWER STAIRCASE - SECONDS LATER

They’re still ascending.
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