
INT. ROBLES HOME - MIDNIGHT

Moonlight streams in through the window as PATTY keeps 
herself busy, stirring a large pot of posole. The back door 
slowly and quietly opens as ANITA tries to sneak in behind 
her.  She’s coming back from Gilley’s after Jasper rejected 
her.  She’s in no mood for a confrontation.

PATTY
(without turning from the 
stove)

Glad you’re back. I need somebody 
to try the posole. It might be a 
little hot.

Anita freezes. Patty hands Anita a spoonful. Anita takes a 
wary bite.

PATTY (CONT’D)
Too much pepper?  I don’t want to 
upset Al’s ulcer.

ANITA
(still wary)

No, it’s good.

She hands the spoon back and starts to head out.

PATTY
Is that all you have to say?

ANITA
It’s very good...?

PATTY
It’s three in the morning, on a 
school night-- 

ANITA
Why don’t you just punish me and 
spare me the lecture?

PATTY
Why don’t I do both?  Because I’ve 
been rehearsing this speech since 
one a.m. and it sounded pretty good 
in my head.

Anita sits down.

PATTY (CONT’D)
I know coming here wasn’t your 
choice, and I’m gonna be honest, it 
wasn’t mine either. 
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Start



But here’s the thing, I’m the 
closest thing you have to a mom, so 
it’s time for me to start acting 
like one. Which means you start 
doing your chores, you start taking 
your classes as seriously as you 
take your singing and you get home 
at your curfew, not one second 
later. Got it?

ANITA
Got it.

PATTY
Oh, and one more thing. When I ask 
you to taste my posole, you have to 
tell me the truth, ‘cause I know 
something’s off.

Anita takes a long beat, then:

ANITA
It could use a little more lime.

PATTY
That’s what I thought.

Off Patty, savoring this small breakthrough.

2.

PATTY (CONT’D)

Stop
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INT. AL AND PATTY’S BEDROOM - NIGHT

Al unbuttons his shirt, getting ready for bed.  Patty enters, 
standing in the doorway.

PATTY
I just got off the phone with Inez.
They found Emilio.

AL
I knew he’d finally turn up.  Where 
was he?  

PATTY
A farmer from Pearland found him -- 
buried in a corn field.

Al turns, acting surprised.

AL
What?  

Patty enters, closing in on Al.

AL (CONT’D)
Well, can’t say that surprises me.  
The man was no angel. 

A beat.

PATTY
I need to know something.

AL
What’s that?

Patty studies Al.

PATTY
Did you have anything to do with 
it?

AL
Patty-

PATTY
Al, look me... Did you have 
anything to do with it?

Al stares at Patty in disbelief.  

3.
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AL
Twenty five years you’ve been 
resting your head down next to 
mine.  How do you even ask me that?

PATTY
Inez said you were the last person 
to see him alive... 

She stares at her husband, makes a conscious decision.

PATTY (CONT'D)
I mean, before whoever killed him.

AL
Yeah, I guess so.

He turns to go.  On Patty, wishing she could truly believe 
her husband...

4.
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