
AL (CONT'D)
I know what you left behind, but 
for your safety... you’re gonna 
have to find new dreams.

OFF ANITA, heartbroken --

EXT. GILLEY’S - SUNSET

A truck pulls in under the fluorescent Gilley’s Sign. Out 
climb MARSHALL STOVAL (60s, a tough old gringo) and JOSEFINA 
ALONZO (50, Mexican, feisty/sexy) who’s ill with worry. 

MARSHALL
I don’t want anyone to know what 
the Doc had to say. Comprende?

JOSEFINA
Let’s get you inside. Get you fed. 

She kisses him gently. Marshall may be tough, but he’s 
helpless without this woman. They start inside when PABLO 
(30s, Mexican, shy and respectful) approaches in a panic --

PABLO
There’s an immigration lawyer in 
the kitchen asking questions. I 
didn’t know what to say...

Shit. Josefina looks to Marshall, wide-eyed as we CUT TO --

INT. GILLEY’S KITCHEN - CONTINUOUS

Marshall busts in loaded for bear, followed by Josefina and 
Pablo.

MARSHALL
Nobody say nothing till I talk to 
this payaso!

A group of KITCHEN STAFF separate REVEALING --

GABY
You callin’ me a clown? 

JOSEFINA
AHHHHHH! MY BABY’S HOME! 

Josefina throws her arms around Gaby as the kitchen staff 
laughs and cheers. Marshall smacks Pablo on the back.  
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GABY
Okay, Mami. You can let go now. 

Gaby crosses to Marshall and gives him a big hug but his eyes 
are on Josefina, suspicious when he asks --

MARSHALL
You flew in from Dallas? What’s 
wrong?

GABY
Nothing. I just wanted to come 
home, relax, get drunk, and make my 
mom’s famous posole recipe.

Cheers from the staff as they sit down to a boisterous family 
dinner around the COUNTER. Gaby pours posole into bowls. 

PARKER enters, Gaby’s half brother (34, white). A man that 
has completely embraced a cocky Texas attitude. 

GABY (CONT’D)
Hey, Parker. Bring your half-sis 
some tequila. 

PARKER
(loaded)

Bar’s not open yet. Why don’t you 
get it yourself?

MARSHALL
(with a grin)

Son, get the tequila before I whip 
yer ass.

GABY
I have some big news.

JOSEFINA
Big news “bad” or big news “good?” 
I could use some big news good.

Parker returns with a bottle of tequila and shot glasses. 

GABY
A major law firm that specializes 
in immigration law...

EVERYONE
(joking)

IMMIGRATION! RUN!

JOSEFINA
Silencio! My daughter is 
speaking. Go on, mi hija.
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GABY (CONT’D)
Has offered me a job in D.C.. 

JOSEFINA
Our nation’s Capital?! My baby?  

MARSHALL
She’s my baby, too. I contributed. 

Josefina holds her heart. Parker looks uncomfortable as 
everyone congratulates his half sister. Shots are passed. 

GABY
Let’s do this right.  

Gaby turns to THE WALL -- a living and breathing connection 
to home for the Mexican kitchen staff, it’s literally covered 
from floor to ceiling with PICTURES, POLAROIDS, and FADED 
POSTERS. Everyone calls out their favorites -- 

GABY (CONT’D) *
A shout out to Miss Wanda, 
right there, in her curly red 
wig.

KITCHEN STAFF
Senior Rumero with the glass 
eye... to Archie and his 
parakeet... 

MARSHALL
And to my daughter. You do us all 
proud, gal. Salud!

EVERYONE
Salud!

Everyone takes the shot and slams their glass down. 

Suddenly Marshall COUGHS. It’s a bad one. A deep rattle, he 
hacks and hacks. He can’t make it stop. 

JOSEFINA
Let’s go to your office. 

The hacking continues as Josefina leads Marshall out. Parker 
and Gaby exchange a glance. Their daddy is getting worse.

EXT. ROBLES HOME - OUT BACK - NIGHT

Anita studies the stars in the vast night. Same stars at 
home, yet somehow foreign, further away... Patty steps out.  

PATTY
I can’t sleep either. Want company?
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GABY
Pam!

Pam leans over the bar to give Gaby an air kiss.

PAM
Been too long, girl. How ya livin’?

GABY
I’m trying to show these lugnuts 
how to take a proper shot. 

JASPER
I’ve been drinking since I was 
baptized. What am I doing wrong?

KYLE (O.S.)
It’s like this...

KYLE steps through the gang. All confidence and swagger he 
reaches for the bottle, pours himself and Gaby a shot.

KYLE (CONT’D)
You gotta connect. Los ojos son el 
reflejo del alma... Don’t look 
away. Look right into their eyes. 

GABY AND KYLE LOCK EYES, connected as they throw back the 
shot. It’s hot. Pam watches. A girl who’s used to getting 
what she wants, she can’t be outdone. She pounces.

PAM
I’m Pam. And you are?

KYLE
Kyle.

GABY
From Spur.

PAM
So, Kyle from Spur. You wanna shot 
with me?

Watching from behind the bar, Gaby feels an odd tingle of 
jealousy she’d never cop to. Josefina calls to her and we 
PUSH WITH Gaby INTO -

THE KITCHEN. The belly of the beast. Heat is thick.

JOSEFINA
I told you no work tonight. 
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GABY
I’m not. Promise... 

(can’t help it)
Luciana! Potatoes are boiling over.

JOSEFINA
Stop! You don’t work here anymore. 
Go get drunk. You don’t got your 
man around so go out there and 
dance with one! No harm, no foul.

Josefina returns to her work and Gaby peeks through the 
window in the kitchen door... Kyle is perfectly framed. 

GABY
(in her mother’s accent)

No harm. No foul.

Gaby opens the door, heads towards Kyle to ask him to dance 
JUST AS PAM LEANS IN AND WHISPERS IN HIS EAR. Gaby deflates.  
She grabs two beers from the cooler and says to Parker --

GABY (CONT’D)
I’ve had enough of this country.
Music, I mean.

She marches up to the stage just as the band finishes a song. 
CHEERS from the crowd. Gaby calls up to the FRONT MAN.

GABY (CONT’D)
Put down the pedal steel and pick 
up the accordion. Por favor, amigo!

FRONT MAN
Cumbia sobre el Rio. If you help.

The Front Man nods to the PEDAL STEEL PLAYER who switches to 
an accordion. The rhythm changes -- less twang, more salsa. 
Gaby climbs on the stage, hands the Front Man a beer and 
begins SINGING THE SONG ALONG WITH HIM. 

FRONT MAN & GABY
Mira emociona y suena,
Si ya agua ritmo lleva...

Like a shift in gravity, the change is electric. CHEERS FROM 
THE FLOOR, especially Tanque who joins in with the song.

TANQUE
Ella como gira y vuela
Mientras aquel se menea
Aquel se menea...
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INT./ EXT. MARSHALL AND JOSEFINA’S HOUSE - DAY

Gaby comes in hot, finds Josefina working in her funky garden 
- plants and vegetables potted in old painted tires. 

GABY
Want to tell me what’s goin’ on?

JOSEFINA
We have aphids. Your father says 
there’s a soap that works if I --

GABY
I spent the morning going over 
Gilley’s books. 

JOSEFINA
We didn’t send you to college to 
sweat our books. Gilley’s isn’t 
your headache anymore. Go to D.C. 
Be a lawyer. That’s your job. 

GABY
Dad owes $300,000 in back taxes.

A complete shock. Stunned, Josefina stammers --

JOSEFINA
Three hundred...?

GABY
Thousand. Mama, this is serious. 
The IRS can seize the property, 
sell it. You and everyone else 
would be out of a job, not to 
mention Daddy could go to jail.

(sees her mother’s crying)
Mama...? 

JOSEFINA
He’s sick. It’s bad, Gabriella. 

OFF Gaby, punched in the gut -- 

EXT. ROBLES HOME - FRONT LAWN - DAY

Kyle and Al work in the front lawn. Veronica and Anita walk 
out together.

AL
Hold up. Where you two headed?
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